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frequently required compromises and political principles, the
divergencies of interest which interfered with the application
of sanctions against aggression, the incomplete commitment
of certain members of the League to its principles, and the
failure-of the great powers to observe their fundamental
obligations under the Covenant after 1930 (p. n8ff).

After a skilful analysis of the anti-democratic ideology of
Fascism and Nazism, Dr. Benes interpreted these movements
as a necessary phase in the " struggle for humanist universal-
ism, fighting for freedom and the free development of the
human personality" (p. 186). He continued, "It is the
essential nature and quality of every revolution that it contains
in its evolution and in its consequences the elements of the re-
action against its own principles and results. ... It is a social
fact that the fight of man for this higher culture and civiliza-
tion, for this higher degree of freedom and development of
human personality, does not go forward in a straight line by
peaceful evolution; it does go in social waves " (pp. 186, 187,

i89).

Dr. Benes is no social determinist. He does not see progress
as inevitable, but as a consequence of human effort. He has
faith that the ideals of mankind will surmount these reactions
and that democracy will proceed to a higher level. He
expressed the opinion, however, in these lectures, six months
before World War II began, that another general war must
be expected. " The present Europe, politically, intellectually,
morally, is condemned. Dictatorships with all their weaknesses,
exaggerations, mistakes, failures, violences, cynicism and bar-
barism will inevitably come to their collapse. The most
probable eventuality is that it will come through a military
conflict provoked by the authoritarian states, directly or in-
directly ; less probable is the eventuality of an interior dis-
ruption or a series of revolutions, although that is not
excluded. But an exterior clash of some kind would be neces-
sary for it in any case. A progressive, peaceful liquidation,